
Why is MDF 
working 
with the 
Government 
of Fiji?

MDF is supporting the Government of Fiji to strengthen sustainable agriculture 
and improve food security through the implementation of the National Organic 
Policy (NOP). This collaboration aligns with shared priorities under the elevated 
Vuvale Partnership and Fiji’s National Development Plan.

A strong NOP can incentivise private sector investment in supplying organic 
agricultural inputs for organic produce, as well as in producing and marketing the 
produce. This will enable smallholder suppliers to become certified as organic 
growers and access premium prices for their produce—contributing to higher 
incomes.

The policy aims to:

Promote climate-
resilient farming 
practices.

Reduce 
dependence 
on imported 
agricultural inputs.

Unlock economic 
opportunities 
for smallholder 
farmers and 
agribusinesses.
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How is MDF 
supporting the 
government?

Originally drafted in 2018, the NOP’s validation was delayed due to COVID-19. 
In 2025, MDF supported the Ministry of Agriculture and Waterways to revive and 
validate the policy. MDF engaged a consultant to assist with this process and 
continues to work closely with the Ministry to:

Raise awareness of the policy among stakeholders (especially 
agribusinesses), signalling strong government support for 
organic agriculture.

Encourage private sector investment in organic inputs by leveraging 
policy reforms, including the reform of inorganic fertiliser subsidies.

Partner with agribusinesses and research institutions (e.g. ACIAR and 
CSIRO) to develop and trial organic soil health solutions, such as large-
scale composting and lime application.

Support organic certification services and promote uptake of standards 
such as FijiGAP, enabling access to higher-value domestic and 
export markets.

Facilitate low-cost “citizen science” trials with lead farmers to test and 
demonstrate the effectiveness of new organic products, encouraging 
broader adoption.

The NOP is expected to be tabled for passing in Parliament at the end of 2025.

Expected outcomes

Increased private sector 
investment in the 
production and distribution 
of organic inputs.

Wider adoption of sustainable 
soil health practices among 
smallholder farmers, 
particularly in remote areas.

Improved access to organic 
certification and market standards, 
enabling Fijian agribusinesses to 
reach premium markets.


