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Fiji Investment Corporation Limited (FICL) and the Australian Government's Market 
Development Facility (MDF) are partnering to help more Fijian micro, small and medium 
enterprises (MSMEs) access debt and equity financing options to grow their businesses. 
 
MSMEs account for approximately 82 per cent of registered businesses in Fiji, contribute 
more than 18 per cent of GDP and employ around 60 per cent of the country's workforce. 
Yet many MSMEs continue to face significant barriers to scale up their businesses, 
particularly access to capital. 
 
"FICL is mandated to catalyse domestic investment by providing flexible capital to 
businesses with strong growth potential, with a strong focus on supporting Fiji's MSME 
sector. This partnership with MDF reflects our commitment to developing innovative 
investment solutions that unlock opportunities for promising local businesses and 
strengthen Fiji's investment landscape. By working together, we are creating more 
pathways for high-potential MSMEs to access the capital and support they need to scale 
with confidence and deliver lasting economic impact," said FICL General Manager, Rowena 
Fong. 
 
Government estimates place Fiji's MSME financing gap at approximately FJD2.2 billion, 
highlighting not only the need for more flexible and accessible financing solutions, but also 
the need for stronger collaboration across Fiji's investment ecosystem. 
 
Through the partnership, FICL will strengthen its investment in Fiji's MSMEs through 
strategic impact investments, complemented by MDF's investment readiness and business 
advisory support, to help local businesses that meet FICL’s investment criteria and have the 
potential to generate positive livelihood and environmental outcomes for Fiji. 
 
The partnership focuses on both sides of the financing equation—supporting businesses to 
become investment-ready while strengthening FICL's capacity to attract additional capital 
for MSMEs. This will help Fijian businesses that often struggle to secure investment through 
conventional lending channels. 
 
A key feature of the partnership is the establishment of an Investment Readiness and 
Mentoring Fund, which will provide selected MSMEs with access to legal, financial and 
business advisory services, as well as other specialised services to ensure they have a solid 
business platform and growth strategy to work off, which are preconditions for FICL 
support.  
 



 

   

 

“Many promising Fijian businesses have moved beyond the start-up stage and are ready to 
grow but often can’t access the finance they need through traditional lending channels. 
Through this partnership, FICL and MDF will help businesses strengthen their operations, 
become investment-ready and access the capital needed to support their next stage of 
growth. By doing so, we hope to create more jobs, stronger businesses and greater 
opportunities for Fijians," said MDF Fiji Country Director Kelera Cavuilati. 
 
Organic Plus, a Fijian agricultural input company and long-standing MDF partner, recently 
secured investment from FICL after strengthening its business systems with MDF support. 
 
"This investment will help us scale production, expand our product line and extend our 
reach across the South Pacific," said Organic Plus Co-Founder and Director Robert Hay.  
 
"Having access to a specialised investment consultant to work on financial modelling and 
future projections ensured that we were ready to take on capital investment from FICL and 
has now given us greater confidence to take our business to the next level.”   
 
By combining investment readiness support, mentoring and more flexible capital options, 
the partnership is expected to build Fiji's impact investment ecosystem and help more 
MSMEs grow, create jobs and contribute to a more resilient and inclusive economy. 
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If you would like further information or interviews, please contact: 

Valerie Johnson, Business Support Officer - Operations 

Email: valerie.johnson@ficl.com.fj   

Phone: +679 9922 432 

 

Lauren Robinson, Communications Specialist, Market Development Facility 

Email: lauren.robinson-mdf@thepalladiumgroup.com  

Phone: +679 777 2063 
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